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City | Minimum Wage

House passes increase
By Nicole Nicolas

Campus

City Reporter

Last concert of semster jazz
ensemble occurs tonight

»

Eastern’s Jazz Ensemble will
take its in their last concert of the
semester tonight, and members are
excited for the event.
The concert will take place tonight
at 7:30 in Martin Luther King Jr. Room
of the Grand Ballroom.
“The program will have something
for everyone,” said Tony Long, music
major.
Page 2
Campus

The final battle of the Open
Mic Night performers

»

A recording session of five hours
could be in the future for one Open
Mic Night performer.
Winners from the past Open Mic
nights will compete in the “Open Mic
Night Finals Show” at 9 p.m. in the
University Ballroom in the Martin
Luther King Jr. University Union.
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Housing

Students complete Housing
and Dining office surveys

»

Residence Hall satisfaction
surveys are out, and students should
complete and turn the surveys in as
soon as possible.
The Office of Housing and Dining
and Residence Hall Association gave
1,300 surveys out to randomly
selected students who live in
residence halls. That’s about onethird of residence-hall dwellers.
Page 5
Sports

Harriers make the transition
from cross country to track

»

After the long, hard cross country
season ends most of the athletes
are ready for a break. The break for
a cross country runner though is
nothing compared to that of other
sports.
Page 11

Laura Jennings, a junior special education major, works at the sandwich line of  Stevenson Tower Dining.
Jennings is extremely happy about the possibility of a minimum wage increase because she knows a dollar
can go a long way.

Sports

City | Weather

Big decisions ahead for
Eastern football coaches

»

Rich McDuffie, director of
athletics, plans on talking to Bob
Spoo within the next month about
the football coach’s future with the
program and what Spoo’s intentions
are about returning, McDuffie said
Wednesday.
Page X
Spoo missed the whole season
after undergoing surgery in August
for an undisclosed medical reason.
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SPORTS

Martin uses a variety of
experiences to excel his game

»

Romain Martin has been letting
his skills on the court do the talking
for him since second grade.
 As an 8-year-old he was playing
on a fifth-grade Minneapolis Hustlers/
K.O.T.C. AAU team.
Page 12

Beth Hackett | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

The
Illinois
House
of
Representatives approved legislation
Wednesday that will increase the
minimum wage to $7.50 per hour
in July 2007 and reach $8.25 an
hour by 2010.
The bill backed by Gov. Rod
Blagojevich will help people to
keep up with the cost of living with
the annual wage adjustment. The
annual increases start July 2008
with an increase to $7.75 then $8
in July 2009, and $8.25 in 2010.
Laura Jennings, a junior special
education major at Eastern who
works 10 to 15 hours a week
earning minimum wage at the
Tower Dining in Stevenson Hall, is
one of the people the increase will
benefit.
The raising of the minimum
wage in 2003 from $5.15 to $6.50
per hour helped Jennings out a lot,
she said.
“It was huge, it was beautiful,”
Jennings said. “I was able to go to
Wal-Mart once or twice a month
before, and now I can go (about)
four times a week.”
The legislation will go into effect
July 1, 2007.
The Illinois Senate approved the
increase to the minimum wage on
Nov. 15. The bill now returns to
the Senate for consideration.
Eastern financial adviser Nancy
Dole said, the new law wouldn’t
have much effect on students who
are in the Federal Work Study
Program at Eastern because they
have a set amount that they could
possibly earn for the fall and spring
semester. If the minimum wage
went up they would earn their
wage faster, she said.
Students whose family earns less
than $10,000 a year and can prove
they still need more after their other
awards can apply for the Federal
Work Study Program.

»

see Wage, Page 9

University | Staff

Snow could adversely affect road conditions University
Eastern workers prepared for inclement weather
counsel
to leave
By Chris Essig

Senior City Reporter

It’s beginning to look a lot like
Christmas, and for those planning
to travel this weekend that may not
be such a good thing.
Jerry Cearlock, operations
engineer for the Department of
Transportation in District 5, said
there is a good chance of freezing
rain in the next few days.
Cearlock has also heard reports
of snow, ranging from one to 12
inches, starting today.
“It might be over by Friday, but
I doubt it,” Cearlock said. “For the
next couple of days the roads are
probably not going to be in the best
of conditions.”
If students have to travel this
weekend, Cearlock said there are
a number of common sense items
students should check over before
hitting the road.

By Cathy Bayer and Nicole
Milstead
Staff Reporters

Campus
workers
are
prepared for the predicted heavy
snowstorm.
The grounds department will
schedule any overtime to take care
of snow removal, said Gary Reed,
director of Facilities Planning &
Their vehicle should be in good
shape by having proper lights,
reflections, gas and, in general,
should run well. The vehicle should
also be stocked with items that, if
the individual were to get caught in
the snow, would help them survive.
Items include food, blankets and
candles, among other things.
Students should also drive

Management.
Working overtime for weather
is actually a normal thing to
expect, Reed said.
Workers can be spotted in
the wee hours of the morning,
scooping snow before students
leave for class.

Barron unsure if he
wants to retire
By Ashley Rueff
Senior University Reporter

»

see wEATHER, Page 9

cautiously by “slowing down and
protecting themselves,” Cearlock
said, and realize the roads aren’t dry
and clear.
Students should also be
forewarned by the hazards of driving
too close to snow plows as visibility
around them is particularly hazy.

University counsel Joe Barron
is a self-proclaimed sufferer of the
itchy foot syndrome.
After almost seven years at
Eastern, the 68-year-old is ready
to move on to something different
and new scenery.
“It just felt like now was the
time,” Barron said. “Time to do
something else.”

»

»

see SNOW, Page 9

see Counsel, Page 5
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University | Faculty Research

Couric invites professor to CBS
Two Eastern staff
members to appear
on 'The Early Show'
By Sarah Whitney
News Editor

Eastern professor Jim Painter
will appear on the CBS’s “The Early
Show” on Friday morning because
of Katie Couric’s interest in his
research on food portions.
CBS had originally planned to
air Painter’s documentary “Portion
Size Me” last November, but the
piece never aired.
When Couric started doing
her current series on obesity, she
remembered Painter’s story and
asked that he be included.
CBS flew Painter and Megan
McCallister of the Health Education
Resource Center to New York on
Sunday to record the show.
Painter, chair of the family and
consumer sciences department,
interviewed for the segment Monday
morning, did an experiment
Monday afternoon then hopped in
a plane and few back that night.
“It was a whirlwind trip,” he
said. He added the trip took about

Jim Painter | Family and Consumer Sciences Professor

“People are gaining weight now because
they're simply losing track of how much
they eat.”
23 hours total.
The experiment took place at an
ice cream shop to replicate a recent
study by Painter called “Ice Cream
Illusions: Bowls, Spoons and SelfServed Portions.”
The study found that people
eat smaller portions when they use
smaller utensils.
“People are gaining weight now
because they’re simply losing track
of how much they eat,” Painter
said.
Painter gave seven people small
bowls and then another group larger
bowls, without telling them. The
group with the smaller bowls ended
up eating only half the amount – 6
oz. of ice cream that the group with
the later bowls ate – 12 oz.
“You can be satisfied with a
smaller bowl,” Painter said of the
experiment.
Painter said his research could

be used as a tool to help people lose
weight.
“The Early Show” airs locally
from 8 - 9 a.m. on WCIA-TV
in Champaign. Two 10-minute
segments from the show are also
aired earlier in the morning during
WCIA’s local “The Morning Show”
at 7:15 a.m. and 7:45 a.m.
Painter plans to continue his
research at Eastern instead of the
University of Illinois. He wants to
investigate how other factors – such
as an aggressive server or eating
with people who are pigging out
– influence how much a person
might eat.
“I think there are a lot of
environmental things that affect
how much we eat,” he said.
“The more we can control those
environment factors, we’ll have a
greater chance of maintaining our
weight.”
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By Adam Palmasani

Fast facts

Staff Correspondent

Eastern’s Jazz Ensemble takes part in its last concert
of the semester tonight, and members are excited for
the event.
The concert will take place at 7:30 p.m. in the Grand
Ballroom of the Martin Luther King Jr. University
Union.
“The program will have something for everyone,”
said music major Tony Long.
Long plays the baritone saxophone and is excited
about the concert.
The experience for him has been filled with great
musicians and great music, he said.
Nick Grill, a senior music major, said being part of
the Jazz Ensemble is a great time commitment but has
been well worth it.
“This year has been the best jazz ensemble I have
been in,” Grill said.
The ensemble meets Monday through Thursday for
an hour a day to practice.
Grill has played the trumpet in the ensemble for the
past three years.

» Who: Eastern's Jazz
Ensemble
» What: Final jazz concert of
Fall semester
» When: 7:30 p.m.
» Where: Grand Ballroom in
Martin Luther King Jr. University
Union

The ensemble has also
been a positive experience
for graduate student
Justin DeAngelo.
DeAngelo plays the
piano and was recruited
to play in Eastern’s
ensemble.
The
music
the
ensemble plays is on a
higher and more difficult
level however, this makes

it more entertaining, he said.
“It brings you up to the challenge,” DeAngelo said.
All three members said they think students will be
entertained by the wide variety of music.
There will be elements of funk and rock incorporated
into the concert, Grill said.
“The music will have a variety ranging from hard
swing blues to contemporary jazz,” DeAngelo said.
Despite this being the last concert of the semester,
the Jazz Ensemble is already preparing for the Spring
semester and making plans for future concerts.
“There is a lot to look forward to,” Long said.

The Daily Eastern News is printed with soy ink on
recycled newsprint.

Press supervisor....................................... Tom Roberts

ROYAL HEIGHTS
APARTMENTS
Renting for Fall 2007

3 Bedroom Apartments

- New Carpet		
- Free Parking

- New Furniture
- Includes Trash

Close to Campus - Great Rent Rates
For Info Call Becky at 345-0936

Campus | International Forum

Professor to explore European mentality
By Zach Gerdes

Michael Havey | Psychology professor

Staff Correspondent

American college students don’t
even vote, so why should they care
about what Europeans think about
them?
Psychology professor Michael
Havey will answer this question in
today’s International Forum.
“The United States is part of
the world,” Havey said. “People
should care about how other people
perceive us.”
The International Forum is
an event headed by Sue Songer
of International Programs that
takes place every month to make
students aware of issues going on
worldwide.
This month’s forum is titled “As

“Many college students don't (particularly)
care about what Europeans think about
them because they have never (given) any
thought to the matter.”
Others See Us: Europeans Views of
Americans.”
Havey will provide insight on
the perception Europeans have
on upon Americans, particularly
American college students. Havey
became interested in the topic
while he was teaching abroad in the
Netherlands.
“Many college students don’t
(particularly) care about what

Europeans think about them
because they have never (given) any
thought to the matter,” Havey said.
“Some of the students don’t even
vote.”
Havey said students should vote
because it is a right.
The event will take place from
2:30 - 3:30 p.m. in the CharlestonMattoon Room of the Martin
Luther King Jr. University Union.
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Campus | Student Government

Resolution could change districts
Item sent back to committee, would
change student teaching districts
By Matt Hopf
Student Government Reporter

A resolution requesting that
the university place student
teaching districts throughout
the entire state was sent back to
committee.
The
resolution
was
introduced during Wednesday’s
Student Senate.
Education major Sarah Grant
addressed the Student Senate
during audience participation.
Grant is from Dixon, which
is not in a student teaching
district. Students are responsible
for their own housing, and
apartments are not cheap, Grant
said.
It is a really good idea for
education students, said Cole
Rogers, student vice president
for student affairs. There are
too many questions about
the resolution, and it may not
be responsible for Student
Government to go ahead
without answers, he said.
Jeff Melanson, Academic
Affairs Committee chair and
sponsor for the resolution, will
continue to pursue the student
teaching districts.
“I can go and make a case
to the Council on Teacher
Education without Student
Government and without
saying I’m the chair of Academic
Affairs,” he said.
Melanson plans on doing
more research and may bring it

back to next week’s meeting.
In other business, two bylaw
changes that would require
Student Senate members to
attend a hall council meeting
or a Recognized Student
Organization on a regular basis
were tabled.
Students will be able to
have more of a voice in Student
Government, said Student Body
President Sean Anderson.
With only 30 Student Senate
members, there was concern
that only 30 RSOs would be
attended out of the more than
150. This would allow picking
and choosing of whom Student
Senate wants to represent,
said Student Senate member
Carolyn Beck.
“I know a lot of you (Student
Senate members) when you ran
made a commitment to the
students to be the voice for the
students,” Anderson said.
Also, additional allocations
for travel Conference on Student
Government
Associations
(COSGA), travel to the Illinois
Board of Higher Education
Student Advisory Committee
(IBHE-SAC) and for planning of
the Illinois Student Government
Associations Conference were
overwhelmingly passed.
Jillian Ruddy has been
removed from Student Senate
for too many absences. Student
Senate member Tiffany Turner
will take over as the Student
Relations Committee chair.

campusbriefs
Eastern plans holiday
gatherings at Old Main
Community residents are invited to
join Eastern’s students and staff during
the coming week as the university
“presents” its “present” to its
constituencies – two festive gatherings
scheduled to take place in Old Main.
“Eastern Illinois University
‘Presents’ the Holidays 2006,” is this
year’s theme for the university’s annual
community/campus holiday parties.
There is no admission charge;
however, a box will be available
for those wishing to donate new,
unwrapped toys to Eastern’s 2006 Toys
for Tots drive. Guests are invited to
attend either of the two events, the first
is scheduled from 5 - 7 p.m. Wednesday
and the second from 10 - 11:30 a.m.
Dec. 7. Holiday music, food and drinks
will be offered.

Eric Hiltner | The Daily Eastern News

Student Senate member Jeff Melanson answers a question pertaining to
a resolution to try and redistrict the areas in which education majors are
allowed to student teach during the Student Senate meeting Wednesday
evening in the Arcola-Tuscola Room of the Martin Luther King Jr. University
Union. The resolution was sent back to committee for further research.

Open Mic winners to battle for record deal
By Kristina Peters
Activities Reporter

A recording session of five hours could be in
the future for one Open Mic Night performer.
Winners from the past Open Mic nights
will compete in the “Open Mic Night Finals
Show” at 9 p.m. in the University Ballroom in
the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union.
The prize to be awarded to the winner takes
precedence over past prizes, which included
gift cards to Wal-Mart, Positively 4th Street
Records and the University Bookstore.
“Since I have been part of (the University
Board), this is the biggest prize that has been
rewarded to an Open Mic Night winner,” said
Pat Lamorte, UB mainstage coordinator. “It
will benefit the winner because they get (to)
have their music professionally recorded at no
cost to them.”
The recording will be done at Pogo Studios,
a professional recording studio in Champaign,
and the winner will also receive a press kit with
a headshot and biography.
Willie Griggs, Brad Curtis, EJ Singson and
Scott Chaplinski are the four past winners
competing tonight.
Both Singson and Chaplinski said they are
grateful at the chance to win the prize.
“I don’t think a musician could ask for
anything more,” said Singson, a freshman
history major with teacher certification. “I think
that University Board really put thoughtful
effort into giving musicians something they
could use.”
Chaplinski is a member of the band Charles
Scott and the Paper Cuts but will be performing

campus
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Campus | University Board

Champion to earn recording
deal with Champaign company

www.dennews.com | Page 3

solo at the show.
“It is very generous of the school,” said
Chaplinski, a junior communication studies
major.
Chaplinski’s style of music can be described
as acoustic rock/folk rock; Singson’s as acoustic
folk rock; Griggs’ as hip-hop and Curtis’ as
acoustic pop/rock.
“They are all very talented and have the
potential to expand their act well beyond just
EIU,” Lamorte said.
“Hopefully, it will help the winner get
their foot in the door of the entertainment
business.”
Both Chaplinski and Singson have met
some of their competition and think they are
talented performers.
Chaplinski met Curtis through Open Mics
last year and met Singson earlier this year.
“I think they’re both pretty good,” he
said. “The three of us definitely have different
approaches to making music, so it should be a
good time.”
Singson wishes he were able to get to know
his competition a little more.
“This is one opportunity I wish I had more
of because I would love to meet everyone in
earnest,” he said. “It’s hard to face the facts that
it is a competition, and no one wants to lose,
but I’m trying my hardest to be more worried
about my own music and my own set, rather
then how amazingly someone else is going to
play.”
As opposed to previous Open Mic Nights
where UB members and UB mainstage
committee members judged, those in
attendance will judge this event.
Each performer had his own way of
preparing for a debut in front of students.
“I’m more (or) less distraught, but I’ll be
working on music until probably the very hour

of the show,” Singson said.
Chaplinski’s preparation is focused on
deciding what his set will be, which he still is
figuring out.
Because the performers are taking their time
to prepare, they hope students come out to the
show.
“I can only hope more people will make an
effort to come because I think everyone has
been preparing for this night and will make
a tremendous effort to put on a good show,”
Singson said.
Chaplinski thinks hearing different music
will be enough for students to want to attend.
“If you like independent music, this is a
chance to hear some good stuff and get the
latest scoop on Eastern’s soon-to-be newest
recording artist,” Chaplinski said.
Singson and Chaplinski are not focused on
becoming professional musicians but see their
music more of a hobby.
“Right now it’s a hobby that is slowly
turning somewhat professional,” Chaplinski
said. “It would be fun to be a professional
musician. I could teach lessons, record a local
band and still have time to play at the bar all
in one day. I’m not the ‘gotta get a record deal’
kind of guy.”
Singson feels the same way and is happy to
just be playing at Open Mic nights.
“It’s everyone dream to be offered a record
deal, but I don’t want to forget in reality that
I’m just as happy playing in at coffee shop with
friends,” Singson said.
“I don’t think there’s a musician out there
who hasn’t at least toyed with the idea of taking
music as a career.
“That said, I don’t ever want to approach
music as my job because that’s never what it
has been to me, and it would just feel unnatural
and forced.”

LASO to sponsor speed-dating
event at 7th St. Underground
The Latin Student American
Organization will be sponsoring “Speed
Dating” at 8 p.m. in the 7th Street
Underground.
The cost is $3. Refreshments will be
served.

oncampus
today
International Forum
Time | 2:30 p.m.
Location |Charleston-Mattoon Room
Martin Luther King Jr. University Union
More info | 581-7487
Study Abroad Info Session
Time | 4 p.m.
Location | Blair Hall, Room 1207
More info | 581-7267
Student Recital
Chris Alexander, trombone, and Megan
Larson, horn
Time |6 p.m.
Location | Wesley United Methodist
Church, 2206 Fourth St.
EIU Jazz Ensemble Concert
Time | 7:30 p.m.
Location |Grand Ballroom,
Martin Luther King Jr. University Union
Price |Free

Comments | Corrections |
events

To report any errors, local events or
general suggestions for future editions
please contact our news editor, Sarah
Whitney, via:
Phone | 581-7942,
E-mail | DENnewsdesk@gmail.com
Office visit | 1811 Buzzard Hall.
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Money
can buy
happiness
By Megan Vazmina
University of Kentucky
(U-WIRE) LEXINGTON, Ky.
– Money doesn’t buy happiness. Or does
it? Economist Andrew Oswald, from the
University of Warwick in England said
that “the connection is complex, but in
fact, very rich people rate substantially
higher in satisfaction with life than very
poor people do, even within wealthy
nations.”
His study was of Britons who had
won between $2,000 and $250,000 in
a lottery, and according to the results
happiness was boosted over years. Facts
show that people with a larger annual
income admit to being very happy more
often than those of lower income.
As children, we grew up hearing
that money doesn’t grow on trees and
once again that money won’t buy you
happiness, but sometimes I think I
would be really happy if I had a few
extra dollars in my back pocket.
In college there is so much stress
with tests and homework. Then there
are those who work, trying to pay for
tuition, rent, books and a life. Money
plays an important part in our life.
Credit card companies tease us with
promises of unlimited funds, but we
were warned not to get too far in debt.
Sometimes everything would seem easier
if there were more money. When high
school graduation is over, we must face
reality fast, paying for things and taking
control of our own lives. Happiness
through money seems natural.
But the same economist, Oswald,
who said that the relationship between
money and happiness is complex,
said, “People exaggerate how much
happiness is bought by an extra few
thousand (dollars),” and “the quality
of relationships has a far bigger effect
than quite large rises in salary ... It’s
much better advice, if you’re looking for
happiness in life, to try to find the right
husband or wife rather than trying to
double your salary.”
Money should not consume what
we do. Finding a major that will make
us happy is more important than one
that will be useful in making millions.
Falling in love will make people happier
than winning the lottery. Understand
that while work and money are
necessary, letting them take over your
life will never bring you the joy that you
deserve. It may seem like the doctors
and lawyers-in-training are destined
to be successful and wealthy, but the
teachers and social workers may be
happier despite a lower income.
This information comes at an
important time: the holidays. Money is
always tight and bills start to pile up. So,
it seems I should say that it’s family and
friends who make the holidays special
and memorable, not how much is spent
on the latest PlayStation 3.

send us your opinions
E-mail | DENopinions@gmail.com
Mail | 1811 Buzzard Hall, Charleston IL
61920
Fax | 217.581.2923

ourview

Fences down on time
Fences are most beautiful when they are
removed.
President Lou Hencken said all
the construction fences except those
surrounding the Doudna Fine Arts Building
would be taken down by Thanksgiving.
By Thanksgiving, all the construction
fences except those surrounding Doudna
were taken down on time with the
university’s timeline for completion.
“All the construction projects we wanted
to complete by Thanksgiving vacation we
were able to complete,” Hencken said.
Steve Shrake and Rex Hilligoss
coordinate all the construction projects that
are on Eastern’s campus and are in charge of
making sure all projects are completed on
time. It is because of Sharke and Hilligoss
that Eastern’s Fall 2006 construction
projects were completed on schedule and
the unsightly construction fences are no
longer on Eastern’s campus.
Hencken has said, “Construction fences
are beautiful.”
He has said this because he believes
construction fences signify campus
improvements.
“They are even more beautiful when they
are removed and we can use the facilities,”
he said.
The completion of the construction
benefits the university by not only making
the campus more visually appealing to
potential students, current students and
alumni, but also by making the campus look
more current and modern, in line with other

state universities in Illinois and around the
country.
The removal of construction fences also
signifies that the university is able to use the
millions of dollars of renovations. By having
the renovations completed, students are able
to use new facilities which means they get to
use new equipment.
Contractors plan on having the majority
of Doudna enclosed by the time cold
weather arrives in Charleston. This will
enable workers to continue working inside
during the winter months. Doudna is on
target for a Fall 2007 completion date.
With the major project of the fine arts
center nearing completion, the university
is looking to start other renovation and
construction projects.
The next construction project the
university plans on tackling is the
restoration of the first floor of Old Main,
Hencken said.
At the Dec. 15 Board of Trustees
meeting, a construction report will be
presented updating the current status of
projects and construction plans for late
Spring and Summer 2007.
The university should be applauded for
its dedication to the upkeep and restoration
of university buildings and its ability to
keep construction projects on time and on
budget.
The editorial is the majority opinion of
The Daily Eastern News editorial board.
Reach the opinions editor at
DENopinions@gmail.com.

columnist | simon russell

Be thankful
for holidays
It’s probably fair to say that no matter
how devoted to our jobs we are, or will
become, we all like a day off. Or several.
We Brits have the luxury of no fewer
than 20 days paid leave, in addition to
public holidays. Grand total: 28. No
wonder we gasp when we hear that the
average American only gets 10. Yikes.
Of course, you then have to add
on the national holidays, and boy do
you crank them up with unnerving
regularity. There’s a Day (with a capital
D) for almost everything, but at least the
Days are to celebrate or commemorate
past events and people: Martin Luther
King, Columbus, Veterans, Presidents
past and (maybe not) present. New
Years would always be a day off, even
unofficially (who wants to go to work
with the mother of all hangovers?). On
the other hand, not to work on Labor
Day seems somewhat ironic. And we’re
not sure what all the fuss over this
festival at the beginning of July is all
about? Are you still celebrating a war we
let you win?
In the UK, apart from the religious
festivals, all our public holidays are
simply referred to as Bank Holidays (you
would have thought with our thousands
of years of history we could do better
than that). Traditionally this was, yes,
the day all the banks (and therefore all
other businesses) closed. Nowadays,
banks are the only retail businesses that
do close, and visiting the local shopping
mall, or Ikea superstore, has become
the No. 1 pastime (or rather, sitting for
hours in traffic trying to get to Ikea).
Alternatively, we like heading for the
coast (or rather, sitting for hours in
traffic trying to get to the coast).
The patron saint of England, St.
George, should be honoured on April
23, but Brits are far more likely to
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day on March 17
than to wear the traditional red rose. No
public holiday in sight. Go figure.
Even our religious festivals have
been hijacked by commercialism. The
message of Christmas has become one
of “shop, shop, shop” rather than of
doing good to one’s fellow man. Fear of
upsetting the many religious minorities
has gripped the PC brigade to such an
extent that the period is even referred to
by some as the Winter Festival. Easter,
bizarrely, seems only to be about eating
chocolate eggs.
So with Thanksgiving you guys seem
to have the right idea – an event with
a real sense of relevance to modern-day
events in American culture, for the
many people who chose to immigrate to
the U.S., the harshness of surviving in
a new country, the challenges that must
be faced and overcome. Thankfully, the
pressure to “buy, buy, buy” seems to
have been replaced by a desire to “bake,
bake, bake.”
What a way to celebrate – joyous
family gatherings, roast turkey with
all the trimmings, mamma’s pumpkin
pie, unrestrained excess and general
bonhomie – what could be finer?
Strangers invited into the home to share
in the feast. Full bellies, gladdened
hearts and warm glows all round. You
really can eat your cake and have it.
So, quality may be better than
quantity. Less is more, as some would
say. And the same goes for holidays.
Give thanks for that.

Featured blogger | kristen larsen
"Michael Jordan is no longer the only start
athlete to have fans buying new jerseys
due to a number change. Kobe Bryant is
adding his name to the list this season,
changing his number from 8 to 24."

Simon
Russell
Simon Russell is a junior sport major and an
exchange student from the UK. He can be
reached at simonrussell99@hotmail.com.
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Campus | Housing and Dining

Deadline draws near for survey
Mark Hudson | Director of Housing and Dining

By Cathy Bayer
Senior Campus Reporter

Residence Hall satisfaction surveys are out, and students
should complete and turn the surveys in as soon as possible.
The Office of Housing and Dining and Residence Hall
Association gave 1,300 surveys out to randomly selected
students who live in residence halls. That’s about one-third of
residence-hall dwellers.
The survey was e-mailed early this week, and as of
Wednesday morning, 198 students already completed the
survey.
The department usually receives about 40 percent, or about
500, of the surveys.
Mark Hudson, director of Housing and Dining, is
sometimes nervous about survey time but not this year.
More than 15 percent of surveys have already been
returned.
The survey has about 160 questions, but it’s structured
differently than the past few years. The survey is now online
instead of in a book form, which made the survey technically

“Those action plans are where the
rubber hits the road.”
longer, Hudson said.
Students selected for the survey were e-mailed during break
then given a letter in their school mailboxes.
Sometimes e-mails can show up as spam and are
automatically sent to a separate spam folder, Hudson said.
Students should check spam folders for the university-sent email if they received a letter but no e-mail, he said.
The survey is anonymous other than the students’ years
and residence halls. Students who do complete the survey will
be entered in a drawing for bonus dining dollars.
The results will be released in February, after the survey
results are tabulated and sent out to the supervisors of each
residence hall.
Each hall adviser develops a strategy called an action plan

to improve his or her hall.
“Those action plans are where the rubber hits the road,”
Hudson said. “That’s where the students actually benefit.”
Advisers look at the trends in comments, such as desk
hours, hall policies, maintenance and food. The action plan
includes a way to improve the current situation.
The surveys are administered every other year, and the
previous results are compared with the current results.
Improvements are tracked from year to year, and results are
printed and distributed to on-campus students.
It’s basic, with sections explaining what students liked
and didn’t like, and how administration is going to make a
change.
The implementation of the action plan helps the department
of Housing and Dining better on-campus living situations
each year, Hudson said.
It helps the department get the true opinion from a large
sample – not just a few squeaky wheels.
“We try to do something about it,” Hudson said. “The
university wants people to feel like they’re being served well,
living on campus.”

» Counsel
fr om pag e 1

A retired captain from the Air Force,
Barron is used to moving from one place to
the next and has never kept the same job for
more than 11 years.
The Connecticut native has lived in Spain,
Germany, Florida and Kansas, and now he’ll
move to Texas when he leaves Eastern at the
end of May to join his wife, who has been
living in Texas since September.
He left a previous position with the Kansas
Board of Regents before coming to Eastern to
serve as the university counsel.
“It looked like a nice place to be,” he said
of Eastern. “It’s been fun.”
His duties at Eastern usually amount to 50
hours or more of work a week.
He handles Eastern’s litigation issues,
reads over large purchasing contracts, receives
Eastern’s Freedom of Information Act requests
and much more.
But the biggest time-consuming part of his
job is advising the university on legal matters
including the President’s Council, Judicial
Affairs, the ethics officer, faculty and staff as
well as Eastern’s Board of Trustees.
He tries to “advise them how to avoid
getting in trouble,” he said, rather than how
to get out of trouble after it happens.
He meets with Eastern President Lou
Hencken at least twice a week to discuss legal
issues.
“He gives us the advice and lets us make the
decisions,” Hencken said. “I think Joe always
looks out for what’s best for the university and
its faculty, staff and students.”

bETH hACKETT | the Daily Eastern News

Joe Barron, general counsel for Eastern for nearly seven years, is retiring June 1, 2007.
Hencken said he always feels confident
when Barron is working on litigation issues
because he knows Barron won’t settle out
of convenience. If it is appropriate, then
the university will settle a case, but if it isn’t
appropriate, he’ll fight for the university,
Hencken said.
“He takes his job very seriously,” he said.
Marcia Lawhead, Barron’s secretary, said he
is constantly researching to keep up with new
and changing laws to make sure the university

is in compliance.
“He is very thorough and will research the
law until he is absolutely sure he is correct
on issues that are brought to his attention,”
Lawhead said.
His good sense of humor and listening
skills have made it easy for Lawhead to work
with Barron for the past seven years.
“I have been blessed to have had such a
wonderful person to work for and will miss
him when he leaves,” she said.

But Barron isn’t all work. He is devoted to
his family of eight children, 17 grandchildren
and three great-grandchildren.
He has also been very involved with the
Civil Air Patrol, is the inspector general for
the State of Illinois Civil Air Patrol and is
involved with the 328th Composite Squadron
based at the Coles County Airport.
He is an incident commander for
emergency services and a mission pilot.
He spends about five hours a week with
the Civil Air Patrol, but he also owns his own
small, single-engine airplane, which he flies
once or twice a month. He also dabbles in
photography and ham radios.
“My wife says I have enough hobbies,”
Barron said. “I can’t have anymore.”
The details of what he’ll be doing in Texas
are a little blurry, but Barron knows he’ll be
practicing law.
He might be retiring, but he’s not going to
sit in his driveway and watch the cars go by, he
said. The law is too much fun for him to give
it up. While he’s happy he’ll be getting away
from the snow and ice of Central Illinois, he
is going to miss the people of Eastern.
“Everyone you run into is friendly,” he
said. “Universities are interesting places. You
meet such a wide variety of people.”
A seven-member search committee has
begun looking for a replacement to take over
for Barron, and he’s confident a good match
can be found.
“There are good lawyers out there that
have experience in higher education that will
be able to come in here and do an equal or
better job,” he said. “They just have to find
the right one.”

November 27 - 30

OPEN SEASON (PG) DAILY 7:00
FLICKA (PG) DAILY 6:45

SHOWTIMES FOR NOV 27 - 30
BOBBY (R) 4:30 7:30 10:10
DEJA VU (PG 13) ON TWO SCREENS
4:00 7:00 10:00
DECK THE HALLS (PG) 5:00 7:15 9:40
HAPPY FEET (PG) 3:45 6:20 8:50
CASINO ROYALE (PG 13) 4:45 8:00
LETS GO TO PRISON (R) 9:50
STRANGER THAN FICTION (PG 13)
4:10 6:50 9:30
BORAT (R) 2:15 5:15 7:40 9:55
SANTA CLAUSE 3: THE ESCAPE CLAUSE
(G) 4:20 6:40 9:00
FLUSHED AWAY (PG) 2:30 5:30 7:50
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statebriefs
chicago

Police not doing enough to
stop corruption, report says

»

Chicago police officials are aware
of corruption and misconduct in the
department but aren’t doing enough to
stop it, according to a report from an
expert on internal police affairs.
Lou Reiter, a former deputy chief
of the Los Angeles Police Department,
said Chicago officials have perpetuated
“a practice of indifference” to
corruption that “makes officers who
engage in misconduct feel protected.”
wheaton

Nicarico suspect to be
transferred to county jail

»

A prison inmate accused in the
murder of a 10-year-old Naperville girl
23 years ago will be transferred from
a central Illinois penitentiary to DuPage
County where he’ll await trial, a judge
said Wednesday.
Brian Dugan is accused of
abducting, raping and murdering
Jeanine Nicarico, who disappeared from
her home on Feb. 25, 1983. Her body
was later found in a nature preserve.
east st. louis

Policewoman accuses mayor
of sexual harassment

»

A policewoman is suing her village’s
mayor, accusing him of continuous
sexual harassment in violation of her
civil rights.
Carol Davis, a policewoman since
2004 in Smithton, about 25 miles
southeast of St. Louis, filed a federal
lawsuit Nov. 21, alleging Lloyd Bush
claiming “repeated and pervasive”
sex-based employment discrimination.
Davis asked in the suit for a
new job in a comparable position
in the department and unspecified
reimbursement for lost income and
retirement benefits.

Ryan gets bail during appeal
The Associated Press

CHICAGO – In an unusual
decision, a federal appeals court
ruled that former Gov. George
Ryan may remain free on bond
while appealing his racketeering
and fraud conviction.
But the appeals court said in
its ruling Tuesday that if it decides
to uphold the corruption verdict
handed down by a federal court
jury last April, 72-year-old Ryan
must immediately go to prison.
The appeals court’s decision
represented a setback for federal
prosecutors who had argued that
Ryan should start serving his sixand-a-half-year sentence Jan. 4
as ordered by U.S. District Judge
Rebecca Pallmeyer.
Prosecutors said there was little
chance the guilty verdict reached
after a six-month trial before
Pallmeyer would be overturned on
appeal.
But Ryan’s lawyers argued that
the tumultuous jury deliberations
at the conclusion of the case – in
which two jurors were dismissed
and replaced with alternates
because of police records – were
badly flawed.
A spokesman for the U.S.
attorney’s
office,
Randall
Samborn, said Wednesday that
the government would have no
comment on the U.S. 7th Circuit
Court of Appeals’ decision.
Reporters did not realize the

court order | federal appeals court

“If the judgment is affirmed, the grant of
bail will end automatically without waiting
for this court to issue its mandate.”
ruling had been issued Tuesday
until Wednesday morning.
Dan K. Webb, chairman of
Chicago’s big Winston & Strawn
law firm and leader of the Ryan
defense team, issued a statement
saying that “Gov. Ryan is grateful
that the United States Court of
Appeals for the 7th Circuit entered
an order allowing him to remain
free on bond pending appeal.”
Webb noted that such decisions
by the court are very unusual.
Ryan’s
longtime
friend,
businessman Larry Warner also was
convicted in the trial. The appeals
court’s decision did not involve
Warner or his three-and-a-halfyear prison sentence. The appeals
court’s decision was four pages but
the gist of it boiled down to three
short paragraphs and contained no
explanation of the order.
“Appellant Ryan is granted
bail pending the disposition of
his appeal in this court,” the
order said. “If the judgment is
affirmed, the grant of bail will end
automatically without waiting for
this court to issue its mandate.” It
said no extension of time would

be granted to Ryan’s legal team to
file briefs, signaling that the court
wants no long delays.
The order was issued by a threejudge panel consisting of Chief
Judge Frank H. Easterbrook and
Judges Terence T. Evans and Diane
S. Sykes.
Ryan was accused of steering
lucrative state contracts, leases
and other benefits to lobbyist
and business friends who in turn
provided him with gifts ranging
from vacations in Jamaica to a free
golf bag.
The former governor known
nationally for declaring a
moratorium on the death penalty
in Illinois also was accused of using
state employees and taxpayer dollars
to run his political campaigns and
other offenses.
Much of the evidence in the
case involved actions taken by
Ryan when he was secretary of state
for eight years in the 1990s before
his 1998 election as governor.
The husky-voiced, snowy-haired
Republican maintained to the end
that nothing he did while in office
was against the law.

Appeal bonds are unusual. Most
criminal defendants in federal
cases who are sentenced to prison
must start serving their sentences
soon afterward while their lawyers
fight their appeals. Ryan’s lawyers
argued that the problems involving
the Ryan jury made his case “a
close call.”
Pallmeyer suggested to lawyers
in the case that her decision
to replace jurors after eight
deliberation sessions might well be
considered an error by the 7th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals.
Besides the jurors who were
replaced, Ryan’s lawyers cited a
juror who brought legal papers she
found on the Internet into the jury
room.
Pallmeyer said in a 102-page
September ruling in which she
denied bail to Ryan that the jury
problems were not serious enough
to suggest that an appeals court was
likely to overturn the conviction.
“When the alternates were
initially excused the court directed
that they not consider media
attention until they learned that the
verdict was returned,” Pallmeyer
said. Thus they were not biased
by publicity surrounding the case
after the verdict.
She said questioning of the
alternates who were brought in
showed that they “had not in
fact been unduly exposed to trial
publicity or the comments of third
parties.”

Secret Santa brings charity to Chicago
The Associated Press

CHICAGO – Dressed in white overalls,
a red turtleneck and a red cap, a once-secret
Santa spread holiday cheer and crisp $100
bills to residents of Chicago’s southwest side
Wednesday.
Larry Stewart, a 58-year-old from the
Kansas City suburb of Lee’s Summit, Mo.,
made headlines this month when he came
forward with his identity, nearly 26 years after
he anonymously began handing out cash to
strangers during the holidays.
“I’m just passing on a little of what the Lord
left me,” Stewart said as he pressed money into

the hands of convenience store workers near
Chicago’s Midway airport.
The businessman began giving out $5
and $10 bills decades ago. As Stewart made
millions in cable television and long-distance
telephone service, Secret Santa began passing
out $100 bills – sometimes two or three at a
time.
By Stewart’s count, he’s anonymously given
out about $1.3 million over the years.
But the Santa stint may be coming to an
end, because of a recent cancer diagnosis that
comes with costly medical bills and energysapping treatments.
Stewart said he decided to reveal his identity

in the hope that his story will inspire others.
On Wednesday, Stewart, along with an
entourage of elves and a police escort, visited a
disabled Chicago police officer in Shorewood,
near Joliet, and then headed for Chicago’s
southwest side.
One man, who said he didn’t need the
donation, promised to pass on the cash to
someone else in need.
But for Beatrice Gray, the money was an
early Christmas gift that she planned to spend
on her daughter.
“That was a blessing,” she said. “Something
never happened like that before, so thank you
a lot.”

Give the latest
phones with the
latest options...
without all
the hassles!

• 1¢ Phones*
• Free Long Distance
• Free Nights and Weekends
No credit check! No activation fee! No daily usage charges!

MATTOON

CHARLESTON

638 W. Lincoln Ave.
217-345-2351
800-365-2351

CROSS COUNTY MALL

www.cellular1.net

700 Broadway East
217-234-2356
800-930-2351

Restrictions apply. See store for details. Airtime replenishment required every 30 days. *1-cent phone with 1-year agreement. Phone model may vary.

Former nurse
charged in
camp death
The Associated Press

PENSACOLA, Fla. – A former
juvenile boot camp nurse made an
initial court appearance Wednesday and was free on bond, a day
after she and seven guards were arrested in the death a 14-year-old
detainee.
Kristin Anne Schmidt, 53, and
the seven men will be tried together on charges of aggravated manslaughter of a child, which could
bring up to 30 years in prison if
they are convicted. They are scheduled to enter pleas at a Jan. 18 arraignment.
Bond for each of the former
camp employees was set at $25,000.
Schmidt posted bond Wednesday
afternoon following a night in
jail. The seven guards posted bond
Tuesday shortly after their arrests.
Schmidt’s attorney, Jim Appleman, was in court Wednesday and
did not reply to a telephone message left for him at his office.
“This won’t be a cakewalk to
get a conviction,” said Benjamin
Crump, the attorney for the family
of 14-year-old Martin Lee Anderson.
Anderson died Jan. 6 at a Pensacola hospital, hours after the
seven guards were videotaped by an
exercise-yard surveillance camera
kneeing and hitting him during a
30-minute encounter that began
after Anderson collapsed and refused to continue with group exercises.
Schmidt is seen on the video
watching and doing nothing to
stop the apparent manhandling
of the teenager. Anderson’s death
led to the dismantling of Florida’s
military-style detention system for
young offenders and prompted the
resignation of the Florida Department of Law Enforcement chief.

1 dead in St. Louis
nation
fraternity house fire
www.dennews.com | Page 7

Fireworks suspected in
Nebraska fraternity fire
earlier this month
The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS – A fire at
a fraternity house near the
University of Missouri-St. Louis
campus killed a student early
Wednesday, less than two weeks
after a fatal blaze at the home of
a Nebraska fraternity.
Three students lived at the
Pi Kappa Alpha house in St.
Louis, and two got out when
the fire broke out around 3:30
a.m., university spokesman Bob
Samples said.
Police identified the victim as
Brian Schlittler, 25, a senior from
the St. Louis area.
“It’s a tragedy,” Samples said.
“We want to find out how it
happened and work from there.”
No one else was hurt.
Authorities were investigating
how the fire began at the small
brick and wood-frame house.
One of the residents arrived
home to find a couch on fire in
the living room, Bel-Ridge Police
Chief Gordon Brock said. The
student ran through the house,
knocking on the bedroom doors
of the other two students.
The student told police he
roused Schlittler, who indicated
he was preparing to leave, Brock
said.
“The other two left the house
and turned around to see that
Schlittler hadn’t followed,” Brock
said. “By the time they turned
around, it was too rough to go
back in there.”
Brock
said
Schlittler’s
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bob samples | University spokesman

“It’s a tragedy. We want to find out how
it happened and work from there.”

nationbriefs
washington

Fast facts
» The University of Missouri-St.
Louis has about 16,000 students,
making it the third-largest campus in
Missouri.
» Pi Kappa Alpha has 36 active
members and two houses at the
university.

bedroom was upstairs, and flames
blocked his passage downstairs.
Schlittler was a large man, and
the only windows upstairs were
too narrow to allow his escape.
The heat from the fire was
extreme – a small car parked in
the house’s driveway was virtually
melted by the heat.
Dozens
of
students
congregated outside the fraternity
house soon after the fire, many
of them crying. Counselors were
being brought in to help console
students, faculty and staff,
Samples said.
The Pi Kappa Alpha chapter
Web site lists 36 active members.
It has two houses, the other with
four occupants, Samples said.
Missouri-St. Louis has about
16,000 students, making it the
third-largest campus in the state.
In Nebraska, investigators
said fraternity members told
them fireworks were set off in

or around a house in Lincoln
shortly before a fire that killed
one student and injured three
earlier this month.
According to a search warrant
affidavit
released
Tuesday,
investigators confiscated dozens
of bottle rockets, 1.5-inch
firecrackers and larger fireworks
at the Phi Kappa Tau house at
Nebraska Wesleyan University.
Assistant Police Chief Jim
Peschong said it would be
“very inappropriate” to assume
the fireworks caused the fire.
Peschong said it could be weeks
before investigators make a final
determination. The Nebraska
state fire marshal has ruled out
arson.
The university said Wednesday
that once police and fire
investigations are complete, it
will discipline those responsible
for the forbidden fireworks – and
for 4.4 grams of marijuana that
also were found in the house.
Grant Johnson, who is
president of the Wesleyan
student body and a member of
the fraternity, said Wednesday
that his room was next door to
Stewart’s. Fireworks were not a
part of that night’s celebration of
new members, he said.
A man who lives about 50
yards behind the fraternity
house, Karl Van Derslice, said
Wednesday he didn’t hear any
loud partying or fireworks.

Pentagon plans to boost
U.S. security in Baghdad

»

The Pentagon is developing plans
to send four more battalions of U.S.
troops to Iraq early next year to boost
security in Baghdad, senior defense
officials said Wednesday. Meanwhile, a
closely watched bipartisan commission
studying U.S. policy in Iraq said it would
release its report next week. The extra
combat engineer battalions of reserves
to be sent to Baghdad would total
about 3,500 troops, officials said.
jordan

U.S.-Iraq leadership meeting
postponed until Thursday

»

President Bush’s high-stakes
summit with Prime Minister Nouri
al-Maliki was put off Wednesday amid
political unrest in Baghdad and public
disclosure of U.S. doubts about the
Iraqi leader’s capacity to control
sectarian warfare. The White House
said Bush and al-Maliki would meet on
Thursday.
washington

Megapastor Warren defends
invitation for Sen. Obama

» Famed pastor and best-selling
author Rick Warren on Wednesday
defended his invitation to Sen. Barack
Obama to speak at his church despite
objections from some evangelicals who
oppose the Democrat’s support for
abortion rights.
Obama is one of nearly 60 speakers
scheduled to address the second
annual Global Summit on AIDS.
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Carbondale alumna to be part
of Discovery shuttle crew

»

Joan Higginbotham will soon go
where no Southern Illinois University
graduate has gone before.
Higginbotham, who earned
her bachelor’s degree in electrical
engineering in 1987, will be one of four
mission specialists on the space shuttle
Discovery on Dec. 7.
The 12-day flight will be
Higginbotham’s first in outer space.
According to NASA’s Web site,
the crew’s mission is to continue

!BARTENDING! Up to $250/
day, no experience necessary.
Training available 800-965-6520
ext. 239
_____________________11/30
EGG DONOR NEEDED: loving,
childless couple searching for
their special angel. Prefer healthy
college student. STD FREE, no
smoking or drugs. Between the
ages of 19-27, 5’5” or taller.
Light brown to blonde hair, blue
eyes and average weight. $5,000
compensation plus all medical
and travel. Please respond by
email to TNCRAMBO@aol.com
______________________12/6
Are you looking for a parttime evening position in a fun,
professional office atmosphere?
Ruffalo
Cody/
Westaff
is
seeking professional telephone
fundraisers. Flexible scheduling,
weekly paychecks. Part-time
evenings. No “cold calling”
required. Stop by Westaff at 651
Castle Dr. or call 345-1303 for
more information.
______________________12/6

Sublessor Needed Spring 2007
Campus Pointe (217) 345-6001
Mention Dale and Dan
_____________________12/01
Sublessor needed for SP ‘07. 1
room in a house, $275/month
+ utlities, 2 car garage, W/D,
dishwasher, garbage pick-up,
wireless internet, pets allowed!!
Double bed and desk available,
if desired. Call Kevin @ 630-3062800.
_____________________12/03
Sublessor needed for Spring 07.
Spacious one bedroom apartment
on 7th Street, fully furnished.
Free parking/garbage. Close to
Buzzard! Call (708) 404-1229
A.S.A.P!
______________________12/7

construction on the International Space
Station. The crew will deliver and attach
a truss and electrically reconfigure the
station.
A NASA spokeswoman said
Higginbotham was in training and would
be unavailable for comment until after
the mission.
According to her biography on the
the Web site, Higginbotham began
working at NASA as a payload electrical
engineer two weeks after graduating in
1987. She later earned master’s degrees
in engineering management and space
systems from the Florida Institute of
Technology.

Sublessor needed.
Freshly
remodeled, internet and garbage
included. Negotiable on rent.
Call Christina at 217-257-5013.
_____________________12/11

FALL 2007: 3 Bedroom House
East of Campus near Buzzard.
rcrrentals.com or call 345-5821.
______________________12/1
6 Bedroom house for rent, 2
blocks from campus. 11 month
lease available August 2007 2342867
______________________12/1
DON’T WAIT! EXTREMELY
NICE 2 BEDROOM APTS AND
3 BEDROOM HOMES WITH
W/D. NO PETS. LITTEKEN
RENTALS.345-9267
______________________12/1
2 Bedroom, 1 Bath Home’s.
“Campus side of Lincoln.” $300
a month per person. No Pets.
345-5037.
______________________12/1
5 Bedroom, 2 Bath Home.
“Campus side of Lincoln.” $300
a month per person. No Pets.
345-5037.
______________________12/1
3 Bedroom, 1 Bath Home’s.
“Campus side of Lincoln.” $300
a month per person. No Pets.
345-5037.
______________________12/1
Fall 07’-08’ 3/4 bedroom house,2
blocks from campus. A/C,2 car
garage.348-0394
______________________12/4
1106
Johnson,
AWESOME,
spatial duplex, 5 bedrooms, 2 1/2
bath, 2 blocks from campus, w/d,
avail Jan. 2007, utilities included.
345-2982
______________________12/8
Available Jan-July 07’ 5 bedroom
house. 348-9339
______________________12/8

Classified Advertising Rates

Student Classified Rates 581-2812
9-4 M-F
$.30 per word for the first day
$.10 per word for each additional consecutive day

Non-student Classified Rates

$.50 per word for the first day
$.20 per word for each additional consecutive day

$10

Monthly Online classified advertising
available
@ www.dennews.com

$10

UIUC

Savvy online shoppers can earn
money from new Web site

»

With the upcoming shopping season
quickly approaching, many people will
begin searching for that perfect gift at
the perfect price.
People will shop online and spend
hours in various stores scouring for the
best deals.
Now, with the newly launched Web
site, Modoshi.com, people can stop
searching and locate many deals in one
place while making a profit at the same
time.

Large 2 Bedroom Duplex, water
and trash paid. Open Immediately
or Jan. 2 people $275 each.
Washer and Dryer included. 3487733 or 512-0334.
______________________12/8
TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT
Across from campus. www.
eiuapts.com. 345-2416
_____________________12/11
One, two, three, and four
bedroom
fully
furnished
apartments, duplexes leasing for
2007-2008.
Lincoln Avenue
and Ninth Street locations for
additional information call 3480157.
_____________________12/11
One and two bedroom fully
furnished apartments available
Spring 2007 Lincoln Avenue and
Ninth Street locations. For more
information call 348-0157.
_____________________12/11
IMMEDIATELY
AVAILABLE.
Furnished
3br.
and
2br.
apartments.
Sublease/terms
negotiable. 1 Block from campus.
Call 217-493-7559
_____________________12/11
For rent fall 2007 11 bedroom1102 6th St..; 4 bedroom- 1800
12th St..; 5 bedroom- 1204
Garfield; 2 bedroom- 1705 12th
St.. 217-868-5610
______________________1/08
3 Br. Homes, Fall 07, washers
and dryers, from $240/person to
$350. 549-3333
______________________1/09
For Lease Fall 2007 1 through
6 bedroom houses. Great
locations, Great rates 217-3463583 or 217-549-2454 www.
eiustudenthousing.com
______________________1/10
OLD TOWNE APARTMENTS:
1,2, &, 3 BEDROOMS. CLOSE
TO CAMPUS. 4 LOCATIONS TO
CHOOSE FROM 345-6533
_______________________ 00
Park Place Apartments: 1 unit
available immediately call for
details. Contact Jen 348-1479
_______________________ 00
AVAIL IMMED large apt, 1 or 2
person Central air, w/d, garage.
No pets. 345-7286 www.
jwilliamsrentals.com
_______________________ 00
New Four Bedroom Apartments.
Extremely Close to Campus.
Across
from
Lantz.
Fully
Furnished. Call Today for Lowered
Rates. Grantview Apartments.
345-3353.
_______________________ 00
Lincolnwood Pinetree has 2&3
BR Apts. available for second
semester. Call 345-6000.
_______________________ 00

Modoshi, which means “to give
back” in Japanese, allows people to
find deals, post them and make a
commission when those items are sold.
Vaishali Angal, cofounder of
Modoshi, said that this Web site should
especially appeal to college students.
“It is definitely something that
students can make a buck on the side,
and we pay commission for finding a
good deal,” Angal said.
Modoshi appeals to the online
community to find the best deals. Once
someone finds a good idea, people are
encouraged to post it on the Web site.
This alerts other members of Modoshi

FOR
2007-2008
SCHOOL
YEAR. VERY NICE 1, 2, 3,
4, 6, 7, AND 8 BEDROOM
HOUSES, TOWNHOUSES AND
APARTMENTS.
FOR MORE
INFO VISIT US AT MYEIUHOME.
COM OR CALL US AT (217)4937559.
_______________________ 00
Available August 07, 2 bedroom,
1 bathroom apartment. Close to
campus. $460 total 512-9528
_______________________ 00
LADIES CUTE 2 & 3 BEDROOM
FURNISHED
APARTMENTS
AT 1521 1ST STREET. VERY
ECONOMICAL.
10-MONTH
LEASE. 345-5048.
_______________________ 00
FALL 2007 3,2 BEDROOM
HOUSES. 2 BEDROOM 2 BATH
APARTMENTS. 1026 EDGAR.
348-5032
_______________________ 00
3 bedroom apartments, walking
distance to campus. Sign lease
in November for 07-08’ school
year. 10% discount on 1st months
rent.345-3554
_______________________ 00
1 bedroom apartments fro August
07-08’.PP& W PROPERTIES,
2 EXCELLENT LOCATIONS;
1 BLOCK AND 11/2 BLOCKS
NORTH OF OLD MAIN ON
6TH STREET. 1 OR 2 PERSON
LEASES. CENTRAL HEAT,A/C
AND LAUNDRY FACILITIES.
WATER,TRASH
SERVICES
AND OFF STREET PARKING
INCLUDED.Perfect for serious
students
or
couples.3488249,www.ppwrentals.com
_______________________ 00
Now renting Fall 07’/Spring
08’ 9th Street Apartments. 3&4
bedroom lease and security
required. No pets 348-8305
_______________________ 00
Now renting Fall 07’/Spring 08’
751 6th Street. 1& 2 bedroom
apts. security and lease required.
No pets.348-8305
_______________________ 00
2 bedroom-Water,trash,DSL with
furnished leather furniture. 10
or 12 month lease. 235-0505 or
354-0754
_______________________ 00
3 and 4 bedroom Apartments $
285. Trash,leather furniture, and
parking. One block from campus.
Call 235-0405 or 254-0754
_______________________ 00
Houses and Apartments of All
Sizes. Close to Campus. Washers,
Dryers and Dishwashers. Garbage
Included. 345-6967
_______________________ 00

about the deals, and gives them the
opportunity to purchase it.
Modoshi ensures that the deals
posted are accurate by using a software
program to verify all of the item
information posted, according to the
press release.
This ensures buyer safety and avoids
false deals.
This online community and others
like it, said Angal, will be the next trend
to emerge on the Web, and college
students will make it prominent.
“The next phase is that all these
contributors will start asking for a
payback,” she said.

New 1 bedroom apt. W/D,
stove, refrigerator, microwave,
dishwasher. Trash paid. $495/
month 117 W. Polk. Call 3487746 or www.CharlestonILApts.
com
_______________________ 00
2 bedroom furnished apt with
stove, refrigerator, microwave.
3 blocks from E side of EIU.
$445 1 person, $250 each 2
people. Trash paid. 2001 S.
12th St. Call 348-7746 or www.
CharlestonILApts.com
_______________________ 00
Available Jan 1st .1 BR Apt.
Water & Trash included, off street
parking. $375/mo. Buchanan St
Apts. 345-1266
_______________________ 00
EASTERN ILLINOIS PROPERTIES.
NOW LEASING FOR FALL 2007
2,3,4,5,6,7, & 8 BEDROOMS
HOUSES, DUPLEXES AND APTS
VIEW AVAILABLE PROPERTIES
AT www.eiprops.com or call
345-6210/549-0212
_______________________ 00
SPRING 07’ 1-4 BEDROOM
UNITS AVAILABLE. CAMPUS
SIDE! CALL FOR DETAILS 3456100 www.jbapartments.com
_______________________ 00
2-3-4 BEDROOM HOUSES,
DUPLEXES AND APARTMENTS.
FALL 2007. ALL CAMPUS SIDE!
345-6100
www.jbapartments.
com
_______________________ 00
NOW LEASING for Fall 071,2&3 Bedroom Units. Great
locations,some include wireless
internet. Call for details 3457286
_______________________ 00
Leasing for Jan. Spacious 1 or
2 person apt. w/garage W/D in
basement. Quite area No Pets
Short lease For details call 3457286
_______________________ 00
Houses near Rec Center;
6
bedroom 2 bath. Dishwashers,
washers, dryers, and central air
217-345-6967
_______________________ 00
7 bedroom house near Old Main.
2 1/2 baths 2 kitchens. Washer,
dryer, central air. 217-345-6967
_______________________ 00
University Village. 4 bedroom
houses $450/per person. All
utilities included.345-1400
_______________________ 00
*******Fall 07-08 Many New
1,2,3 and 4BR APTS Starting as
low as $240 mo. PP. 348-7746 or
visit www.CharlestonILApts.com.
*******
_______________________ 00

Excellent location apartments
for 2007-2008 school year. 3,4
bedroom available. 11 1/2 month
leases starting 8/15/07, parking
included, furnished, laundry on
premises, and locally owned.
Please call for showing and leave
message 348-0673.
_______________________ 00
Quiet away from campus. 3 or
4 BR. New carpet, W&D, water,
trash, furnished. Phone 3457244
_______________________ 00
Cozy house AVAILABLE NOW
through May 15th 07-Spring
Semester. Good parking near
Eastern. 348-8406
_______________________ 00
One six bedroom house and one
five bedroom house, 2 blocks
from campus. Call 217-7288709
_______________________ 00
5,4,3 BDRM Houses For Fall.
Efficiency
Apts,
Excellent
locations, C/A, W/D, Will Partly
Furnish, Trash, Lawn Services.
EFFICIENCY APTS AVAILABLE
SPRING 2007. 345-3235
_______________________ 00
2 bedroom, furnished, clean and
quiet. Local owner. Water and
Trash included at $265 each.
1111 2nd St. next to the park. call
348-5427.
_______________________ 00
4 bedroom 2 1/2 bath townhouse
at Brittany Ridge. Dishwasher,
W/D, trash all included at $265
each. Great place to live. call
549-1957.
_______________________ 00
1515 2nd St.-8 Bedroom, 3 Bath,
Washer & Dryer, Central Air,
Wireless Internet; 345-3148
_______________________ 00
PP&W Properties New 1 and 2
bedroom apartments available
August ‘07. 1 block from Old
Main on 6th St.. 348-8249
_______________________ 00
5 to 6 bedroom house close to
campus. 345-6533
_______________________ 00
One Bedroom X-Large Apartment
Available December 16. $360/
mo. Water and Trash Paid. Cat
Ok. 745 6th Street. Call 5817729 or 345-6127.
_______________________ 00
VILLAGE RENTALS Renting for
2007-2008 1 bedroom apts.,
2 bedroom remodeled apts., 3
bedroom houses. Furnished,
laundry facilities and close to
campus. Call (217) 345-2516
EHO
_______________________ 00
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» Wage
fr om pag e 1

Students in the program are
paid monthly but will be paid
every two weeks when the new
computer software program
goes up, Dole said.
The raising of the minimum
wage could help up to 647,000
workers in Illinois.
Not everyone will benefit
from increasing the minimum
wage.
Local businesses won’t.
“I think it was a political
move on the Democrats’ (part).
It definitely was not a good
move for small businesses in a
small town,” said Keith Bliss,
who owns Jitters and Bliss in
Charleston, about the bill before
it passed the House. “I don’t
know how anyone can’t raise

» Snow
fr om pag e 1

Road conditions for all
Illinois interstates can be found
by calling 1-800-452-4368.
For students using the Amtrak
station, it would take a power
failure to delay their train. If the
electronic warning devices – the
bells and lights at each crossing

prices. It reflects more on what
should be done in Chicago. Bigcity cost of living is higher. ”
Raising prices would mean
businesses would still make a
profit, but Bliss is worried he
will lose customers if he raised
prices, he said.
Traci Boksa, owner of Boxa in
Charleston noticed two national
fast food chain restaurants that
can afford to raise prices already
have.
The last time minimum wage
was raised it didn’t affect Boxa,
she said.
But this time around it
definitely will affect independent
businesses, Boksa said.
Even though it hurts
businesses, it will definitely
be good for people who have
minimum wage jobs, said Mark
Grant, the owner of Joey’s
Place.
– don’t have power because
of ice, the train is delayed. A
complete cancellation of a train
is unusual, said Marc Magliari,
Chicago-based spokesman for
Amtrak.
Magliari said he has not
received word of any major
delays Wednesday. He doesn’t
receive information of a train
that was delayed by only five or
10 minutes.

Fast Facts About Romain Martin
» Height/Weight
•6-3, 180 lbs.

» Minutes
•Averaging 24.4 per game

» Hometown
•Minneapolis

» High School
•Minneapolis North High School

» Points
•Season High: 21 at Murray
State on Saturday
•Averaging 8.7 per game

» Three Point Shots
•Season High: 3 vs. WisconsinGreen Bay
•Leads team with 11

» Martin
fr om pag e 1 2

Byrne said Martin’s 3-point shooting has caused problems for
teams and continues to open up other things inside because the
defense has to go out and guard Martin.
The freshman’s family doesn’t let the success go to his head
though.
His younger brother, Dominique, said Martin still needs some
work on his rebounding.
His mother, DuRonda Martin, has her own methods.
“I always joke with him, I was hitting 3-pointers when they were
only worth two points.” she said.
She is the person responsible for introducing Martin to basketball.
She played in high school and at a junior college in Minneapolis.
“My hero is my mom,” Martin said. “ Working hard, raising
three kids and helping us stay focused.”
Martin’s mother said it hasn’t always been easy raising her three
sons, but she is proud.
“Romain is a good listener and has followed everything we have
tried to teach him,” she said.
She credits Dennis Schapiro, Martin’s volunteer from the Big
Brothers/Big Sisters, and coaches like Barber, for helping make her
son into the success he is today.
“I’ve seen him just really take off as far as really focusing on his
grades, becoming a better big brother, and becoming an all-around
great kid, and focusing,” Barber said.
Barber said his goals for Martin are to graduate with a degree
and go far in life.
Martin has some shorter-term goals in mind.
He would like to follow in the footsteps of George Tandy and
Mike Robinson and earn the OVC Freshman of the Year. Tandy
won the award in 2004 and Robinson won the award last season.
Eastern head coach Mike Miller said it’s too soon to talk about
those kinds of goals, but with hard work on being a “complete
player”, he does expect Martin to continue to evolve into an
important part of the team.
“Offensively, he has a really good skill package,” he said. “He’s
a young guy that I think really loves to play basketball. That’s
one thing when we recruited him, I always thought it was really
important to him. Some people like to play. I think he really, really
likes to play.”

» Weather
fr om page 1

Reed said he’s in “winter storm
reaction” gear.
Snow is considered early when
a big storm is happening right after
Thanksgiving Break, Reed said.
He considers construction season
to last up to Winter Break.
A cold front coming out of
western Canada, and late November
is considered early winter, said Dalias
Price, a local weather observer.
Price, a former Eastern professor,
said people should think twice before
traveling.
“It will make travel difficult;
(people will) have to be cautious about
that,” he said.
Snowfall will make visibility law.

Despite weather reports, Price
said there won’t be much snow
accumulation because the ground
is still warm and will melt the snow
rapidly.
There’s not much of a chance for
snow to stick.
The average snowfall in Charleston
is 17 inches, but Illinois’ record
high is 52 inches, Price said. The
warm weather we’ve been having,
with temperatures in the mid 60s, is
unusual. So upcoming cold weather is
to be expected, Price said.
As for on-campus construction, the
predicted snow shouldn’t affect much.
Concrete can’t be poured on frozen
ground, but they’ve tried to get the
external work on Doudna finished
before any bad weather hits, Reed
said.
“We’re going into this season with

our eyes open,” he said.
No equipment should be damaged,
and any weather-sensitive materials
should be protected indoors, Reed
said. Campus workers will keep a
watchful eye on the forecast over the
next few days, paying special attention
to ice predictions.
“If it’s rain, it’s a cake walk,” Reed
said. “Snow is no problem.”
But ice is another story. Reed said
ice storms are particularly bad, but the
department plans to fight it.
“It may all be rain, but it any case
we’ll watch the forecast,” he said.
If students wake up to a mound
of snow or ice, Eastern President Lou
Hencken is the only one who can
collectively cancel classes, Reed said.
Reed has been at Eastern for 18
and a half years, and class have never
been canceled because of weather.

boondocks | aaron mcgruder

non sequitur | wiley miller

new york times crossword puzzle | edited by will shortz
Note: The clues in this puzzle appear in a single list, with Acrosses
and Downs together. Answers that share a number in the grid also
share a clue.

1
14

15

CLUES
1 Maple syrup need
2 Co-star of John and
Samuel in “Pulp Fiction”
3 Part of a Southern
network
4 A Guthrie
5 Prepare to emerge from
bankruptcy
6 A dwarf
7 Cutting down
8 Ascribe to
9 Subspecies especially
adapted to their
environments
10 “Sure thing”
11 Singer Jackson
12 Activity for some season
ticket holders
13 Children’s author ___
Le Cain
14 “___ Scusami” (1960’s
song)

17

18

ANSWER
A C D C
W A I L
E S A U
A L B
C
W
T
S

L
O
H
A
N

A
M
E
B
A

R
E
M
U
S

M
U
S
T

I
T
E
M

L
A
M
E

T
H
I
N

Ready for later
Natl. Humor Month
Painter Veronese
Kitchen whirrer
Custody sharers, maybe
Brown building?
Nickname of the
household head on TV’s
“Hazel”
22 With #61, a common email address ending
23 Prefix with
-graphy
24 Not many
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

Intend to
Not fine
Cast one’s lot (with)
Library catalog abbr.
Fitting in the hands
Dunk
Short sleepers?
32 Witticism
TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
33 Apply to the
M E S A S
J A V A
skin, say
E X A L T
O X E N
34 “… ___ wed”
T E M P O
W E N T
35 ___ eye for
E R T
W I L L I E
(discerns)
L E E C H E D
36 Good tennis
E
R H O
O V U M
score
N S
A B O
A N I N
37 Intermit
A N F R O M U N C L E
38 “Mary Worth”
L O L
B R Y A N T
cartoonist Ken
A
R E D
G A P E S
39
Leaving via
L A D Y E V E
ladder, perhaps
I E
F E S T E R
40 First-time stock
S A B I N
A D A M
41 In pieces
O N E N D
P I C A
P I N E S
S T E W 42 Pen part
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

2

3

4

5

20
24

6

21

25

26

29

8

22

51

56

36

55
58
62

59

60

61

66

67

68

69

70

71

supermarket brand
name
44 ___ paradox
45 Some salts
46 Sofa
47 Use a Singer
48 Freshwater catch
49 Mauna ___
50 Sprite flavor
51 Amazed
52 Loy of “The Thin Man”
53 Dancer Castle and
others
54 The Little Colonel
55 Trawl
56 Singer born Eithne Ní
Bhraonáin

65

49

57

43 Part of a possessive

64

46

54

Puzzle by Raymond C. Young

38

42

45

53

37

32

41

48

52

13

23

35

40

47

12

28

34

44

11

19

31

39

10

16

30

43

9

27

33

50

7

63

Yellow ___
Give ___ on the back
Tops
Tropical monkeys
See #22
Dir. down Baja California
Goes hither and yon
___ cheri
Swine cooler?
Newman’s ___
Tricks
Something valuable held
in reserve
69 Pro-school grp.
70 Ninnies
71 Size two, say
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
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women’s indoor track | notebook

Youth brings excitement to team
By Brandy Provaznik
Staff Reporter

Underclassmen make up
about three-fourths of Eastern’s
roster.
However, the Panthers are
still expecting to be contenders
for the Ohio Valley Conference
indoor title in late February.
Head coach Mary Wallace
said she thinks having a
young roster can prove to be
beneficial.
“They are always energetic
and excited and it makes things
a lot more fun,” Wallace said. “It
is almost like the Tony Romo
effect on the Dallas Cowboys.
He is all excited to be there and
be a part of it and being in the
action that it helps energize
everyone else to keep moving in
the right direction.”
Along with the younger
women there are four senior
captains: Jillian Blondell, Nicole
Flounders, Nicolene Galas and
Nicole Marczewski.
“We have a really strong
sophomore class,” Blondell
said. “All the younger girls are a
good bunch of girls. They are all
really motivated and we are all
focusing on maybe getting that
ring and winning the OVC’s.”
Sophomores coming back
from productive freshman
seasons include sprinter Violet
Nwordu and jumpers Vicki
Dzura and Jenna Uhe.

The field is prepared

Wallace said she believes the
field events, especially the jump

crew, may be the strongest area
for the Panthers this year.
Galas is a potential pole
vaulting conference champion
and sophomore pole vaulter
Tricia Gaumer did well last year
and has also improved this fall,
Wallace said.
“ W e
have a lot
of depth,”
Gaumer
said. “We
are
all
sophomores
and seniors
on
the
Nicolene
jump
crew
Galas
so we are
Senior pole
ready. We
vaulter
have at least
that
year
under our
belt nerve wise. We can handle
big meets and competition.
That is an advantage we have
to the freshmen coming in who
maybe had good conferences
and sectionals in high school
but the collegiate level is a lot
different.”
Wallace also said the throwers
are going to look strong with
two returning sophomores.

Injury update

The distance runners had
four key women sit out the
cross country season that may
be making a comeback. Senior
Sarah Selby (stress fractures),
juniors Kim Archer (knee)
and Mallory Fellers (hip) and
sophomore Jessica Blondell
(hamstring) are trying to get

back into running shape for
track this season.
“I feel really confident,”
Selby said. “Two weeks ago I
was just like ‘Blah,’ running
was hard. I couldn’t do a mile
without being out of breath and
it just comes back really fast
for me. After basically a year
of injuries and problems, I am
doing better than I thought I
would be at this point.”
Selby is not the only one
that seems to be improving.
“Sarah and Kim seem to
be running pretty solid right
now,” said distance coach Geoff
Masanet. “Jess and Mallory are
still working their way through
those injuries but it is still a
little early to tell exactly what is
going on.”

Turkey Trials

On Nov. 17, the Panthers
held the Turkey Trials, which
are basically an intra-squad
meet that helps judge where the
athletes are at the beginning of
the season.
Wallace said she was pleased
with the results overall.
“For instance, in the sprint
group where we had just one
girl running at like 61 (seconds)
in the 400 last year, this year we
had four that were at that level,”
Wallace said. “Tarra Grant
didn’t run Turkey Trials nor did
Chandra (Golden) and they
are two of our top sprinters.
I think we have added depth
and quality and that also isn’t
counting the three young ladies
coming in from rugby.”

wrestling | notebook

Reamer injures elbow
By Adam Larck
Staff Reporter

In Tommy Reamer’s third match
at the Missouri Open on Nov. 19, the
freshman injured his elbow.
Head coach Ralph McCausland
said he thinks the 141-pound wrestler
hyper-extended it during the match.
“He was 2-1 on the day and the
match he got hurt in, he had a little bit
of use of the arm.” McCausland said.
“He finished the match, but this early
in the season there’s no risk in trying
to take him and wrestle anymore. You
just kind of praise it and see how he’s
doing.”
Reamer said his body is doing well
right now.
“Hopefully, I’ll do pretty well (this
weekend),” Reamer said. “We’ll just
have to see.”
He practiced with the team Sunday
night and has been practicing the rest of
the week, McCausland said.
With Eastern competing at the
Northern Iowa Open this Sunday,
McCausland hopes to have Reamer in
the lineup.
“He’s a little bit tender but we’re
hoping he’ll be able to go this weekend,”
he said.

Panthers place at Missouri Open

While most students were starting
to enjoy their break and relax, the
wrestling team was busy placing in its
last tournament before Thanksgiving.
Junior Greg Perz placed third in the
184-pound weight class, losing only
one match. Perz led the Panthers with
the highest place in the tournament.
“Third place in that tournament was

good,” McCausland said. “Raymond,
the kid from Missouri, won it. We
would’ve liked to wrestle him. He’s four
or five in the country.”
Freshman Kyle O’Toole took fourth
in the 157-pound freshman/sophomore
division, going 3-2. One of the wrestlers
he faced, though, was an experienced
wrestler from last year’s national
tournament, McCausland said.
“Some of the finals he lost, and
then he lost in third and fourth to the
returning runner up of the JU CO
national tournament,” he said. “So he
got some pretty good touches.”
Freshman Joe Trinka placed fifth in
the heavyweight freshman/sophomore
division, also going 3-2.
“He lost a kind of controversial
semifinal, but his knee was kind of
banged up a bit,” McCausland said.

Road Weary

Eastern’s first six matches are away
from Lantz Arena. The Panthers will
not wrestle at Lantz Arena until a dual
meet against Indiana on Jan. 14.
The Panthers started off the season
traveling to Warrensburg, Mo., to
compete in the Central Missouri Open
followed by the Missouri Open the
week after.
This Sunday, after a two week break,
Eastern travels to Cedar Falls, Iowa, for
another open tournament. They follow
this next Saturday traveling to Evanston
to face Northwestern.
They then have three weeks off before
their next competition, the Midlands
Tournament, also at Evanston. Their
first match of the New Year, on Jan. 6,
has them traveling to West Lafayette,
Ind., to wrestle in the Purdue Duals.
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Sallee’s scheme requires highenergy players to take the ball to
the basket and play smothering,
full-court defense and Huffman
is the ideal player for both roles.
Huffman is fearless driving
to the hoop, is confident in her
shooting and has quick hands
that cause opposing point guards
fits while they attempt to bring
the ball down court.
Those traits have appeared
early, in just the first five games
of her collegiate career, with
Huffman leading the team in
scoring (19.8 points per game)
and steals (19).
However, her intensity has
one catch.
Huffman must learn to be
more careful with the ball.

Her 25 assists are overshadowed
by her 40 turnovers in only five
games.
But given the circumstances of
her rise to starter, Huffman can
hardly be criticized.
Huffman will be a cornerstone
of Sallee’s new up-tempo offense
and defense as the team develops.
Junior Brittney Coleman and
freshman Ashley Thomas appear
to have the abilities necessary to
play well in Sallee’s system.
Another boost to the system
will be the return of Ellen Canale
from mononucleosis as she is
yet another high energy player
who can score and defend on the
perimeter.
Sophomore Rachel Galligan
will be the rock in the post for
the Panthers and senior Meggie
Eck will be the marksman from
beyond the arc but it will be the
play of Eastern’s young guards that
will make or break the season.

indoor track | switch from cross country

thursday @

$3.49 double cheeseburger
w/ fries

DRAFT DAY!
$1.25 16 oz.
$5 PITCHERS
open 11am

$2.25 Sunset Wheat Glasses
w/ $1.25 Refills

1,2, & 3 Bedrooms
4 LOCATIONS
Close to campus

345-6533
Grant View Apartments
Brand new across from Lantz
•4 Bedroom/2 Bathrooms
•Fully furnished
•Spaces available for Spring & Fall 2007
close to campus
located on the corner of
1st and grant
Call Today for Reservations
345-3353 or grantviewapts.com

Gas
Prices

$
Ad
Prices
Call your friendly Ad-tendent
for the full service treatment

581-2816

Park Place Apartments
on the corner of 7th & Grant
next to the Union

NOW SHOWING
FOR 2007
1, 2, 3 Bedroom Apartments

Remodeled Units
FREE Parking
Fully Furnished
Trash PAID

Contact Jennifer
348.1479
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Sophomore Meghan Kennedy runs in the EIU Panther Open 5K at the Panther Trail on Sept. 15. All the
members of the male cross country team and all but one female runner will be competing in indoor track.

Transition Period
Cross country runners have small break before indoor track season
By Brandy Provaznik
Staff Reporter

After the long, hard cross country
season ends most of the athletes are
ready for a break.
The break for a cross country
runner though is nothing compared
to that of other sports.
Their break lasts somewhere
around a week depending on the
athlete’s specific needs and then they
start to prepare for indoor track.
Eastern cross country head
coach Geoff Masanet said some
athletes took anywhere from five to
seven or even up to 10 days off from
running completely after the cross
country season ended.
This break comes right around
Thanksgiving and is helpful in
getting the athletes rested and ready
for the track season, Masanet said.
“Being away from practice and
the intensity of it can be somewhat
of a mental break for kids,” he said.
“They are able to do a little catch
up on their academics and they
have more flexibility with their
schedules.”
Masanet said some of the older
runners might not have taken any
time off at all.
“If you have been running for
years down time for you may just
mean less miles,” Masanet said.
From now until January
resembles what Masanet calls the
“second summer,” because it is all
about rebuilding up base mileage.
“During this time we focus on

higher volume and less intensity
work,” Eastern graduate assistant
coach Eric Vetter said. “They have
to account for the transition to
the indoor facility; a shorter track,
tighter turns. For some athletes it is
not that big of a deal and for others
it can be depending on what event
they will be doing.”
All men on the cross country
roster are also running indoor track
this season, while only one women
on the cross country roster is not on
the indoor track roster.
Vetter
mentioned
that
sophomore David Holm is one of
the athletes who will have a bigger
change going from running 8,000
meters to running only 800.
“I will probably be running less
miles when I go back down but
Coach is probably going to still
want me to keep training the same
way,” Holm said. “We will get into
a different training program with
shorter workouts built more for
speed. You have to do more speed
workouts to get your body ready to
run the faster 800 and not an 8K.”
Senior Nicole Flounders said
there is not a huge difference but a
few things that do change.
“The big difference is running in
circles so many times and the sharp
turns whereas in cross it is normally
just a straight shot,” Flounders
said. “Also injuries tend to flare up;
general impact injuries from feet,
to your knees, to your hips. So we
have to be very careful of that.”
Along with the random injuries

that can develop in the course of
a season the cross country athletes
have to deal with the toll of training
basically all year long.
“Some of my guys will be
putting in anywhere from 3,700
to 4,000 miles a year and that wear
and tear of 50 weeks of training
can be somewhat rough,” Southeast
Missouri head coach Miles Krieger
said.
Panther runners are also
fortunate to have Lantz Fieldhouse
at their use.
If the weather is bad outside,
the track athletes can train indoors.
That is not the case at some other
OVC schools.
Eastern Kentucky head coach
Rick Erdmann said EKU doesn’t
have an indoor facility so they have
to schedule practice around the
weather.
“It’s individual in the fact
that kids have to be motivated to
work and run when the weather
is not nice,” Erdmann said. “We
don’t really look at ourselves as
contenders for the OVC champion
title in track.”
Masanet said competing all cross
country season takes a lot out of
the athletes and the runners really
needed that break but the other
track athletes are “chomping at the
bit” to get out and compete.
“Us distance people are going
to be mainly just taking our time,
easing into, and recovering where as
the track guys are fired up and ready
to go,” said senior Brad Runnion.
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panther Sports schedule
swimming

FRIDAY at House of Champions
Invitational | Indianapolis
women’s basketball

FRIDAY and SATURDAY at State Farm
Tiger Classic | 5 p.m. Columbia, Mo.
men’s basketball

SATURDAY vs. Arkansas State |
7:35 p.m. Lantz Arena
wrestling

SUNDAY at Northern Iowa Open|
Cedar Falls, Iowa

joe waltasti | the extra point

Huffman a
perfect fit for
new scheme

It could hardly be the way Jessica
Huffman hoped to crack into the
starting five but the Whiteland,
Ind., native is making the most of
her opportunity to be Eastern’s new
floor general.
The freshman was thrust into
the lineup after Megan Edwards,
as the team affectionately calls
“Midge,” suffered a season-ending
knee injury in the team’s second
exhibition game prior to the start
of the regular season.
Huffman’s emergence as starting
point guard comes at a perfect
time, as head coach Brady Sallee
introduced a new scheme that plays
perfectly to her abilities.
This season Sallee installed a
new high-octane offense to go
along with a full court pressure
defense.
The two have worked handin-hand to create one of the top
scoring offenses in the country, as
the Panthers have averaged 88.2
points through the first five games
of the season.
The team has struggled on
defense in the span as well. The
team has given up nearly as many
points as they have scored. Two
opponents have broken the century
mark consecutively and those 100point letdowns have the Panthers
giving up 87 points per game this
season.
After Tuesday night’s 101-72
drubbing at the hands of Illinois
State, Sallee said he didn’t want
to “raise the white flag” and slow
down the team’s pace to neutralize
the hot-shooting Redbirds.
It was a smart move as Sallee
recognized the game would not
matter in the long run.
To compete in the Ohio Valley
Conference the Panthers need as
much time as possible in his new
system.

»
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Joe Waltasti is a senior history major
with journalism minor. He can be
reached at jwal717@yahoo.com.

football | coaching changes

Big decisions ahead for Eastern
Bellantoni, Hutson undecided on
coaching futures at Eastern
By Marco Santana
Associate Sports Editor

Rich McDuffie plans on talking to Bob
Spoo within the next month about the football
coach’s future with the program and what Spoo’s
intentions are about returning, McDuffie said
Wednesday.
Spoo missed the whole season after
undergoing surgery in August for an undisclosed
medical reason. He was initially expected to
miss four to six weeks.
Mark Hutson was the team’s acting head
coach during the regular season and led the
Panthers to their second straight playoff
appearance.
“I think he did a wonderful job,” McDuffie
said of Hutson. “He was in a tough spot at the
last minute.”
McDuffie, Eastern’s director of athletics, said
it is only natural for a coaching staff coming
off a good season to have possibilities at other

programs.
“You have a successful
year, coaches will have an
opportunity to look at other
places and jobs,” he said. “In
all of football, coaches are
always coming and going.
It’s just part of the job.
Mark Hutson Obviously, you’d like to keep
Took over for the the good ones.”
Panthers after
After the season ended
head coach Bob in Saturday’s 24-13 loss to
Spoo fell ill in
Illinois State at O’Brien
late August.
Stadium, the coaching staff
returned to the road to begin
the next phase of the job: recruiting.
Hutson said, while on a recruiting trip
to Ohio, that the season of head-coaching
experience could give him a leg up if he were
ever to interview for a head-coaching position.
“If I am fortunate to interview, I can start
looking back at it as hands-on experience,” he
said. “Instead of saying what I would do, I can
tell them what did happen.”
It was Hutson’s fourth season on the
Panthers’ coaching staff. Before the season

began, he was listed as the assistant head coach
and when Spoo was sidelined, it was a natural
choice to go to Hutson.
“You have to do a great job at what you
have,” he said. “I’m doing the best job I possibly
can at Eastern.”
Defensive coordinator Roc Bellantoni’s
future at Eastern is more closely tied to Spoo’s.
“I want to be here as long as he’s here,”
Bellantoni said. “It would be really hard for me
to leave the school and coach Spoo right now
because I want to make sure things are stable
before I do that.”
But he did concede that if any opportunities
would arise, they would be seriously
considered.
“If an opportunity at a (Division) I-A
position, low end NFL job or a solid I-AA head
coaching job was offered, I’d be crazy not to do
it,” he said. “(But) the key with that question is
my phone isn’t ringing.”
Hutson said the job was a benefit regardless
of what happens in his career.
“I enjoyed every moment of it,” he said.
“Looking back on it, it was a good learning
process.”

top cat | romain martin
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Freshman guard Romain Martin scored a game-high 21 points at Murray State on Saturday. The freshman out of Minneapolis has started the
last two games for Eastern and was named Ohio Valley Conference freshman of the week for his performance against the Racers.

History of Success

Freshman’s outside shooting
touch showed at young age
By Katie Anderson
Staff Reporter

Romain Martin has been letting his skills on
the court do the talking for him since second
grade. As an 8-year-old he was playing on a
fifth-grade Minneapolis Hustlers/K.O.T.C.
AAU team.
The season before his freshman year of high
school he earned a spot in the NCAA Mentor
Program, a program that takes the top 50
basketball prospects in the Midwest and puts
them into a starter program for the NCAA.
At Minneapolis High School North he was
the “go-to” guy on his team.
Now Martin is at Eastern continuing his
success.
He was named Ohio Valley Conference
freshman of the week after his efforts in the

» How does DuRonda Martin feel about her son?
“He’s a good listener and very positive person.
He likes bowling and has been bowling since he
was very young. He was on the honor role in high
school, used to play the drums, likes French – he
can speak and read and write it since seventh
grade. Oh, and he’s a good artist. I’ve got lots of
his work in our house.”
» How does she feel about all of his tattoos?
She went with him for the first one. She is proud
of her son and has no problem with them as long
as “what he puts on his body is going to mean
something.”
» Does she see anymore in his future?
“I don’t think he’ll get more, Romain doesn’t like
pain,” she laughed.
Wisconsin–Green Bay and Murray State games.
He averaged 17 points per game in the two
games and made the game winning layup in
the last 36 seconds against UWGB. At Murray

State, Martin was the leading scorer with 21
points. Martin now averages 8.7 ppg and has a
team-high 11 3-pointers this season.
“Eastern Illinois has gotten one of the top
guards in the country, and he’s going to start
getting noticed,” said Brad Barber, Martin’s
former coach from his AAU days. “People are
gonna start to see the real Romain emerge.”
Barber said the numbers Martin has been
putting up this season doesn’t surprise him.
“I’ve never coached a kid that could shoot
the ball like him, even in fifth grade,” he said.
“They have really gotten one of the cream-ofthe-crop of the top guards in the country. The
things he’s doing now don’t surprise me one
bit.”
Eastern junior center Jake Byrne is happy
with the new addition.
“He’s great to have on the team,” he said.
“He brings a lot to the team that we need, like
outside shooting.”

»
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